


A primer for those who want to 
understand polls.



Here’s the Problem…



The polls got it all wrong in 
2016. Heading into the 

midterms, what is the state of 
polling?

Are polls broken? Democrats’ 
unforeseen wins pose urgent 

question.

Polling got Andrew Gillum’s 
victory in Florida very wrong. 8 
experts on how that happened.

Here’s the Problem…



Poll: Ron DeSantis vs. Adam 
Putnam could be photo finish

Ron DeSantis, Adam 
Putnam tied in Republican 
primary race, poll shows 

Press on Polls



This is me…



This is also 
me…



Where’s the discernment?



Who did the poll?

Who was polled?

How were the questions asked?

How were they polled?

p.s. Was it random/representative?
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4 Elements of Discernment



Who did the poll?1



Who conducted the poll?

• Are they credible pollster?

• What was the motivation to release the 

results?

Who paid for the poll?

1

Who did the poll?

2



Who was polled?2



Who was polled?

Residents/Adults

Registered voters

Likely voters

Likely primary voters
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Part 1: Who was polled?

Funnel

n=2,800
Adults in Florida

Registered voters who said 
they were “likely to vote”

SurveyUSA Methodology 

Decision 2018 poll conducted by SurveyUSA for Spectrum 

News Networks. SurveyUSA interviewed 2,800 adults in 

Florida online from Aug. 10, 2018 until Aug. 13, 2018. Of 

those, 2,322 were registered to vote in Florida.  Of those, 558 

were likely to vote in the Aug. 28 Republican primary. 

The Credibility Interval for this poll is +/- 5.2 percentage 

points.

Registered Voters 

n=2,322

n=558



FAU Methodology

This survey was conducted August 16-20, 2018 using an online sample 

supplied by Survey Sampling International (n=400) and via an automated 

telephone platform (IVR) using registered voter landline phone lists 

supplied by Aristotle, Inc. (n=400) for a total sample size of n=800 

registered voters who said they are likely to vote, with a margin of error of 

+/- 3.4 percentage points. . It is important to remember that subsets carry 

have higher margins of error, as the sample size is reduced. The MOE for 

the Democratic Primary, Likely Voters, n=239, +/- 6.3 percentage points; 

Republican Primary, Likely Voters, n=222, +/- 6.5 percentage points. The 

data was weighted by ethnicity, region, party affiliation and gender.

Funnel

n=800

n=222

Registered voters who said 
they were “likely to vote”

Republican primary voters 
who said they were “likely to 

vote”

Part 1: Who was polled?



How were the
questions asked?3



What I think I look like What I actually look like



How were the questions asked?

Referenda

Is party label on there?

Are name and order correct?
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How were they polled?



96.4% RE-ELECTED

Every valid sample must be: 

Random

Representative2
1

“The wand chooses the 
wizard Mr. Potter”





How were they polled?

Funnel

n=2,800
Adults in Florida

Registered voters who said 
they were “likely to vote”

SurveyUSA Methodology 

Decision 2018 poll conducted by SurveyUSA for Spectrum 

News Networks. SurveyUSA interviewed 2,800 adults in 

Florida online from Aug. 10, 2018 until Aug. 13, 2018. Of 

those, 2,322 were registered to vote in Florida.  Of those, 558 

were likely to vote in the Aug. 28 Republican primary. 

The Credibility Interval for this poll is +/- 5.2 percentage 

points.

Registered Voters 

n=2,322

n=558



FAU Methodology

This survey was conducted August 16-20, 2018 using an online sample 

supplied by Survey Sampling International (n=400) and via an automated 

telephone platform (IVR) using registered voter landline phone lists 

supplied by Aristotle, Inc. (n=400) for a total sample size of n=800 

registered voters who said they are likely to vote, with a margin of error 

of +/- 3.4 percentage points. . It is important to remember that subsets 

carry have higher margins of error, as the sample size is reduced. The 

MOE for the Democratic Primary, Likely Voters, n=239, +/- 6.3 

percentage points; Republican Primary, Likely Voters, n=222, +/- 6.5 

percentage points. The data was weighted by ethnicity, region, party 

affiliation and gender.

Funnel

n=800

n=222

Registered voters who said 
they were “likely to vote”

Republican primary voters 
who said they were “likely to 

vote”

Part 2: How were they polled?



And one other thing…
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And one other, other thing…



A Word About the Margin of Error

Presumes randomness and representativeness

Driven by the “n”

Subgroups increase the MOE

Weighting increases the MOE
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Sorry, but one more
other thing…



Is it an outlier?



Consider the pollster

Consider the motivation of the payee

Make sure only eligible voters were polled

Make sure sample looks like population

Be wary of outliers
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Key Takeaways
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