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A primer for those who want to
understand polls.

cleaf



BROOKINGS

Brookings Now

Are the 2018 midterm election polls accurate?

William A. Galston Tuesday, October 30, 2018

Editor's Note:

'Ta I kﬂ Lively and in-depth discussions of city news, politics, science, entertainment, the @

Visit our 2018 Midterms page for Brookings experts’ research and a

Meoative T ah VauTihe Ahannsl ta otan un ta Aate an s

» polls broken? Democrats'
foreseen wins pose urgent question

1g underestimated the strengths of certain Democratic
idates in a number of primaries this year - inaccuracies
ould affect the midterm elections in November

ctory in the Democratic primary for Florida governor last month was enough
liars. Photograph: Christopher Aluka Berry/Reuters

1 the Gravis poll, he was fourth. In the Florida Atlantic University poll,
1e was tied for third. In the SurveyUSA poll, he was fourth again. And
on election night, he was first, winning by tens of thousands of votes.

\ndrew Gillum'’s victorv in the Democratic orimarv for Florida governor
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The polls got it all wrong in 2016. Hea
into the midterms, what is the state o
polling?

Vox

Polling got Andrew Gillum'’s victory in Fl
very wrong. 8 experts on how that happe

Pollsters likely miscalculated who was going to turn out.
By LiZhou | li@vox.com | Aug 30,2018, 7:00am EDT

We all know how wrong most political polls gc
election. That trend seems to be continuing w
races.

Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum at a get-out-the-vote event on March 10, 2016, in Santa Monica, California. | Mich:
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Ron DeSantis, Adam
Putnam tied in Republican
primary race, poll shows

Poll: Ron DeSantis vs. Adam
Putnam could be photo finish
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4 Elements of Discernment

Who did the poll?

Who was polled?

Y

‘How were the guestions askead

) (22) L) G-

How were 'icn‘  polled?

S \WaAs It re = acentativer
0.S. Was It random/representative:
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Who did the poll?

1 Who conducted the poll?

e Are they credible pollster?

s the motivation to release the

KOWC%
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Who was polled?

Residents/Adults
Registered voters

. ~ ' r J'

LI :, r I imary voters

(
2
3
4
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Part 1: Who was polled?

SurveyUSA Methodology Funnel
n=2,800

Decision 2018 poll conducted by SurveyUSA for Spectrum ] L
’ L y ¥ Adults in Florida

News Networks. SurveyUSA interviewed 2,800 adults in

Florida online from Aug. 10, 2018 until Aug. 13, 2018. Of

BROSEN 2,322 were registered to vote IRNEIORCENORERNOSENS 5 3 ’n :2 : 322

were likely to vote IREAENAUSRZSER e publican Bl mary. i g
_ClNlagc

| | Registered Voters
The Credibility Interval for this poll is +/- 5.2 per:
| --a
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Part 1: Who was polled?

FAU Methodology Funnel
n=800

This survey was conducted August 16-20, 2018 using an online sample Registered voters who said
{owj: ”
supplied by Survey Sampling International (n=400) and via an automated they were “likely to vote
telephone platform (IVR) using registered voter landline phone lists
lied by Aristotle, Inc. (n=400 (ST TOTa] TaTD A e =80
upplied by Aristotle, Inc. for a total sample size of n - -
registered votersRMAGISSICREAGIASISS i kely to vote IERISNNSESINORENOROE 1 - ,),),)

[

"
. . . '
+/- 3.4 percentage points. . It is important to remember th" 1
e e e e ==
nave higher margins of error, as the sample size is reduced. The MOE for Republican primary voters
i Pri k ’ * 3 Who sald they were “likely to

Republican Primary, Likely Voters, n=222 OLc

WHOLESALERS ASSOCIATION

RESEARCH

clearview



WHOLESALERS ASSOCIATION RESEARCH

loida Peeh cleayview



. —
- = <
= - .
; = a5 |
. .~
- = - |
e
—_— |
¥l -
- 1]
aw
-
- ;\
d.. 'f I‘
-
b
r
i . - |
.-J » ¥ 1 ‘
-
I- . :
i
L]
’ I
¥
i
- I-
gt v
: ; B AL 1
' . 4 i
5 3
5 Sl
L |
e '
o
4 \
- .
o :
B '- i
.i._ |
]
[
Fi

What | thi |
)

T

.
* ‘.‘
., -
RN
&
kY "
’aa’
‘..
)
. .
-
m51 é;\ »r s
i . 3
.. 3
223 :
3
: -
00: :
o
: *




How were the questions asked?

1 Referenda

2 s party label on there?

3 ~ Are name and oraer correc: ?
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OO

“The wand €hooses the
_wizard Mr. Potter”

I
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Howitworks | Whatyouearn | Whereyoucanuseit |  Your quizresults

panel

#\
GET MOBILE WITH YOUR OPINIONS

Earn $5 — $20 shopping trip!
Download the Mobile iPoll App now!

Home Login Join Us!

GET PAID FOR
YOUR OPINION!

iPoll is an online and mobile community where your
unique perspective is your gain, Answering
questions about the products and services you use
and places you visit every day is all you have to do to
access our great rewards catalog!

Want to tell companies what you think & make some extra cash?

Back to Top

Get Going!

you complete the eligibility
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How were they polled?

SurveyUSA Methodology Funnel
n=2,800

Decision 2018 poll conducted by SurveyUSA for Spectrum _ _
Adults in Florida

News Networks. SurveyUSA interviewed 2,800 adults in
Florida online from Aug. 10, 2018 until Aug. 13, 2018. Of
those, 2,322 were registered to vote in Florida. Of those, 558 —
- nN=2,322

were likely to vote in the Aug. 28 Republican primary.

Registered Voters

The Credibility Interval for this poll is +/- 5.2 percentage
u!ull!i |
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Part 2: How were they polled?

FAU Methodology

This survey was conducted August 16-20, 2018 using an online sample
supplied by Survey Sampling International (n=400) and via an automated
telEpNONERIALIor: (1 VR ) USINErEsISteredNVoten andline phone lists
supplied by Aristotle, Inc. (n=400) for a total sample size of n=800
registered voters who said they are likely to vote, with a margin of error
tage points. . It is important to remember that subse
s reduced. The

5 -
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Funnel

n=300

Registered voters who said
they were “likely to vote”

-y
A=
‘n=222 y
e e e e m -
Republican primary voters
Who said they were “likely to
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Actual Returns
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A Word About the Margin of Error

Presumes randomness and representativenes
Driven by the “n”

VIOE

SUDLIouUps J‘ fease tr

r‘,

Weighting increases the MOE

) (22) L) G-

KOWC%
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Key Takeaways

Consider the pollster

Consider the motivation of the payee

‘Make sure only eligible vc e s were polled

MV ,s e sure

a re Mle looks like population

) (22) L) G-

BE Wary. o1 outliers
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